Annexations,-
Vista Highlands
Pavements and
Gomments :

An Edit‘érial i

There should be no hard
feelings between the people
of ' Torrance and Lomita
whatever the outcome of
the pending annexation
matter. Certainly Torrance
property .owners cannot be
_blamed for protecting their
own interests, and at the,
same’time we-cannot critiz
cise the people of ‘Loniita
for attempting a move
which no doubt they feel
will benefit them.

But perhaps ,the appar-
ent reluctance on the part’
of Torrance: officials to
further broaden the boun-
daries of this far_ flung city

(ymay dis-
‘guise for Lomita taxpay—
ers.. We refer to the ef-

Eshelman avenue widening
and improvement project.
The County Board of
Superyisors. has agreed to
pay the entire cost of pav-
ing a 30-foot roadway. on
Eshelman avenue south of
Sepulveda . boulevard = (old
Redondo Road or. Camino
Real) to Anaheim avenue
providing .owners .of prop-
erty fronting on Eshelman
avenue will deed 15 feet of
their frontage to the coun-
ty. This will make an 80-
foot.boulevard with 30 feet
of hard pavement and 8-
foot shouldérs without any
cash outlay from property.
owndrs or the placing. of
afly encumbrance against
their ‘property. The entire
cost -of the improvement
~job will be paid -out’ of”
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COUNCIL TABLES

: iCOmmlttees to

fect that the proposed an- :
nexation of Lomita would, |
haye upon, the Cabrillo-

Investlgate-
Findley Tells of New
Data on Purchase

Negotiations may soon be
re-opened for the purchase
of the Torrance Water, Light
and Power Companys water
'plant here “by the city if
plans proposed by Don Rindley at
the’ Tuesday afternoon Chamber of
Commerce directors’ meeting mate-
rialize. B

Findley reported-that in a con-
ference recently with A. J. Roberti,
former general - manager of the
water company, Roberti told him
that the holding company, which
owned a number of California util-
ity concerns, had disposed of all
of 'its. interests on -the Pacific
(‘.m‘:sl vrith' the | exception of the
Torrance plant. ~The purchaser,
Roberti told Iindlay, was the
,California Service: Company, which
owns and operates the water®sys-

gasoline fax ‘money. -How-
ever, this can only be ac-’
complished so long as Lo-
mita remains county tarri-
tory. The moment Lomita-
incorporates or.annexes to
“&ny ‘other municipality, the
county cannot furnish the
money necessary to do the
work as a cash job.

- If Lomita should annex
~to Torrance and the Tor-
rance City Council ap-
- proves the annexation, all
hope ' of paving Eshelman
avenue as a cash_job by
~ the county must be aban- '
doned. The entire.Cabrillo-

' Bshelman projéct must
then be thrown into con-
demnation and distttict’ as-
“sessment proceedings. This
means that a great many

. more people’ will have to

apprave  the  project and
owners of property for sev-
eral blocks,back from the
boulevard required to pay
their share of the assess-
ment. Even the owners of
frontage. will “lose money
by this: procedure, as their .
share of the improvement
cost will be greater than
the amount of money re-
ceived from condemnation
of the 15 feet deeded to the
right-of-way. Furthermore,
the project will be retarded
at least two years.

Deeds for the dedication
of ‘frontage along Eshel-
man avenue will be ready
shortly, and Carl L. Hyde,
gecretary of the Torrance

—-Chamber- of - Commerce, is_.
planning to spend all his
time in getting them
“gigned. It does seem that
‘it would be wise for Lomita
people to drop their an-
nexation discussions until
this much needed artery
connecting Western avenue
i with Redondo - Wilmington
‘boulevard can be consum-
mated, which should not.
be over a year at the most.
Ground will soon be
‘broken for the erection of
the magnificent Fern Ave-
nue school, and naturally
the school board is going
to require the paving of
gtreets surrounding the
new building. But why
stop with these few
streets? Would it not. be
wise to pave all the streets
in. Vista Highlands; per-
haps not an expensive type
of pavement, but gome per-
manent road surfacing,
(Continued on Page 2-A),

‘ported,

METROPOLITAN BOND,VOTE DATE TO BE SET TOMORROW

$220.000 000 Issue to Construct Units in; Great Water Route From Colorado vaer
To 15 District Member-Cities Will Be at Stake

»
!'

DIPER

District may connect with  main

At @ cost of less than one ce
of water shortage if the proposed $2

tures along the Parker route from

date which will be determined tomorrow, will be 252 miles in length,

.Metropolitan Water District can forever bury the now present bugaboo

to finance  immediate: construction of ‘an aqueduct and auxiliary ‘fea-

system.

$-
nt a day, ‘property, owners in the
20,000,000 Water District ‘hond igsue |

the Colorado River is approved by

voters in Torrance ‘and the 14
other cities’in the District, §

Mayor John ~Dennis, this mu-
nicipality’s representative on the
Metropolitan Water District board
of ~directors; will: meet- with - the
District directorate ‘tomorrow. . to
determine ‘the date (or the sub- |
of thé gl'éi& -hond issue |

tem used lyy R T ents.
Would End Controversy

He was informed: Findley re-
that ' the parent. company
which owns the ‘local utllity, had
taken @) $200,000 loss on its Fresno
plant and he had every reason to
belleve that now is the time  to
re-open negotiations for the pur-
chase of ~the local plant. . The
‘Torrance company is the only one
west of Ohio’ owned” by the hold=
ing company under which tse local
plant operated.

Findley expressed his firm he-
lief that the city could find a
way to auy ‘the local plant and
thus. settle ‘at once the controversy

‘| which ‘has been existing ever since

September 25, when bonds were
voted by,_ the people for the pur-
chase . of construction of a pub-
licly-owned water system. He cited
the  fact that the oity has al-
ready  spent $5000 in  attorneys’
fees In the suit which has been
pending between the city dand the
Torrance Water Company to de-
termine the ‘legality of the bond
issue. - Findley also, stressed the
high water rates Torrance people
are still compelled ‘to pay for their
water,

To Study Proposal
+ ‘At the conclusion of his talk,
Findley’s ' suggestion  that a  citi-
zens’ committee " be appointed  to
study the proposition and to urge
and: endorse any action the council
might take to bring about an early
settlement of the matter, was ap-
proved by the directors. Members.
of the Public Utllity and Public
(Continued on Page 4-A)

F ortin Awaits
- Verdict Today
On Death Case

Local Young Man Declares
He Was at Home Time
of Mucklow Crash

Deputy District Attorney Penney
is attempting to break down today

‘|'the alibi .produced by Lloyd For-

tin, 20, 820 Portola avenue, in
which the young man denied that
he Is the man whd ran down .and
killed 14-year-old Kendal Mucklow,
2983 Acacia street, Lomita, in that
community on May 9. The case is
expected to go to the jury late
this afternoon,

Fovtin testified In his own  be-
half yesterday in Superior Judge
O'Dunnnlls court and produced
three members of his family who
clajmed he was at home at the
time of the accldent. Fortin, ‘who
is a steel worker here, is charged
with munuluugh!er and hit-and-run

! driving.

The Torrance man was arrested
and accused of running the boy-
bicycle, rider down when local of-
ticers found the fenders and head-
light of his automobile dented and
traces of green paint on the
bumper. The Mucklow boy's bi=
cycle was painted green, aecording
to deputy sheriffs. It is also as-
serted that a plece of glass found
at thé aceldent .scene/ fits into the
hreken headlight on Fortin's car.
The Mucklow' boy was fatally in-

Jured on Narbonne avenue hetween

s[to~thé- voters.

.complete project.

Covers Initial Cost

The directors have.indicated that
they :will' submit the hond issue to
the ' voters  In the  Metropolitan
Water : District:. “at. thei earliest’
pru_ctlcﬂblh moment? — which ‘wlil
possibly  be some time .in_ Sep-
tember, it is' reported.

JThe sum of the bond issue was
decided by the directors last Fri-
day, and -while ‘it pxuvldes for the
construction of a full size aque-T]
duct and ‘appurtenances which® will
deliver an - ultimate average ca-
pacity of 1500: second feet. to; the
citles In the District, i8 not, how-
ever, the total final cost of"the
1 This, in. the re-
port submitted - by . Wey-
mouth, chief ‘éngineer nr the Dis-
triet, is placed at $283,636,000. The
borid  issue recommended by Wey-
mouth in_ his ‘“final conclusions
and. recommendations,” at this time
will cover the initial construction
cost of the diversion dam ‘at the
Colorado “River,:" main aqueduct,
terminal storage and some delivery
lines.

Whether the deferred construc-
tion work should be financed by
a future +bond sssue or: from rev-
enue should be left for future de-
termination, Weymouth advised.

Average Cost Quoted

- At thelr meeting tomorrow in
Los Angeles, the directors of the
District will declde on a definite
date for the bond election, and act
on other matters pertaining to
the presentation of the cause (ox
the Metropolitan afjueduct,

In commenting last Friday upon
the financial aspect of the board’s
decisfon to set the bond quota at
$220,000,000, W, P. Whitsett, chair-
man, sald: “What the  average
citizen and' taxpayer is interested
in is not so much complicated
engineering data, but rather how
much it is going to cost him.
From Weymouth's report we are
[able to answer, his question simply.
To a family owning a $7000 home,
the average cost of this §$220,
000,000 aqueduct, during  the six-

“And ‘this Ieuu than-a-cent-a-day
cost is only until the project is
completed and on a paying basis
through the sale of water."

Swing Expected To
Visit Here July 30

Arrangements are to be com-
pleted this week for the expected
visit ‘of Congressman Phil Swing
to this city next Thursday, July
80. The tentative date was given
Mayor John Dennis by the dis-
tinguished visitor this week. Swing
will be the guest of honor at the
weekly Rotary club luncheon on
that date if he' comes to Torrance,

The congressman is to make an
Inspection of local factories in an
effort. to learn thelr future power
requirements as he has inaugu-
rated a program of bringing more
industries - and assisting present
manufacturing firms to expand in
the Southland. He will be con-
ducted through a number of local

- Long Gauntlet

.are- awaiting with

year construction period, will be
$8.50 a yem-—ux loss thnn a cent |,
a day.

Health Center
Nears Finish Of

Apploprlatlon Has Yet “To
Pass Final Hearing of
Budget Next Month
e !

As 'the date for the final heap-
ing on the county budget for 1931-
32" approaches, Torrance city offi- [/
clals and many interested citizens
A keen' interest
the ultimate decision on the ten-
tative listed appropriation of $50,-
-] 000 to construct a. County Health
and Welfare Center in the wooded
triangle at the intersection of
Carson street and Plaza del Amo.
This hearing will be held by the
Board of Supervisors-—about the
middle of -next month. At this
time any one who believes that
the proposed expenditures set down
in” the tentative budget -for the
present - fiscal year, which began
July 1, are too high, has the Tright
to protest to the board. The ten-
tative budget calls for expenditures
of approximately - $50,000,000 as
against © $45,000,000 for- the “year
before, 2
Efforts are being “made by the
Supervisors  to cut the figure in
order to maintain a basic county
tax rateat or near 88 cents on
$100 of assessed valuation,’ the
same as ‘it was last year. How-
ever, the Torrance appropriation {s
believed to be eminently worthy
of inclusion in the final budget
and ‘Supervisor John ' Quinn has

pledged his unreserved support to
keep It "m" the cost 'sheet for
1931-32,

The city, and Chamber of Com-
merce has’ offered the park-like
site to the County for the Health
and Welfare Center—an establish-
ment which, according to present
plans,” included the Lomita town-

., (Contipued on Page 2-A)

Asst. Secretary
On C. of C. Staft

L. Jd. Gllmaister Is. Appomtod
To Aid Carl Hyde.

. 2 F——

Experfenced in contacting people
with the kind of enthusiasm that
has been the, policy of the Tor-
irance Chamber of Commerce since
its inception, L. J. Gilmeister, for-
merly of the Doheny Stone Drill
Company, will take over the duties
of assistant secretary, of the local
chamber next week, having been
appointed to the post by the di-
rectors of the urgunl'lnllun Tues-
day afternoon.

Gllmelster will move lu Torrance

August 1°from his present home
in Los Angeles. He is well quali-
fied for the chamber post, having

been connected recently with the
public’ relations department of the

Los Angeles Gas and  Electric
Company, Besldés being an ex-
pert stenographer,  Gilmeister-is

reported to-bésu young man with
plenty of Jnitiative and is capable
of taking over most of the: routine
mattors of the chamber office.
The new assistant © will replace
Migs Edith Harshman, who has
been secretary to Carl Hyde for
some time. Gilmelster is married
and is saild to be looking forward

plants by a committee and offi-
of C

Plne and Elgin streets,

cers of the Cl

to his rpesld: in Torrance,

——-pany—No-— 21

“f contestants.

L will

opposing lineup,

The above map shows the Parker-Metrapolitan aqueduct route up to point where feeder lines to cities, such 'as Torrance, in the
The great aquaduct, whlch_wnll be built from a bond issue of SZMOOOOOO to be voted pn at a

No 'Satuvday

Night Baths

For 16 Torrance Firemen

Sixteen firemen will “eliminate
week-end.
The first annual water
staged Saturday afternoon, July
Prado and Cravens avenue,
Company No. 1,
tain. George Key, challenged Com-
City Clerk A, H. Bartlett, to the
hose battle Monday night, The
winning group is to be tendered
a ‘chicken dinner bys the losing
All residents of Tor-
rance and, vicinity are cordjally
invited to witness the ‘spectacle.
Will Race’ for Water
Both compeéting companies ‘will
have the services of engineers who
operate the pumps on the
fire, engines. J. J. Benner has
been  instructed - to - engineer for
Company No. 1 and J. E. Mc-
Master is assigned to Company
No. 2, 3 e
The battle will not be an ordi-
nary-water-fight-in-—which-¢he-two
groups  squirt  water at hydrant
pressure at each other until one
is. “drowned out” but will be a
who ‘‘gets water™, first
‘ starting signal is Ll\mL
Rach company- will -“hook up" and
pump.as at an actual fire but
their nozzle will be trained on the

Company No: 1-is composed nr
Key, Dewey Fix, W. C. Silence,
BEllis Harder, Lewis Edwards, J. A.
Benner, Ed Little and W. J. Neff.
Company No. 2 has Bartlett, J. R.
Winters, 8. C. Smith, A. W. Ses-
slons,  W. T. Jones, C. C. Benner,
William Everett and'G D. Mosher.

HEALTH CONTRACT FOR
YEAR 1S APPROVED

A contract  with the = County
‘Health = Department ‘to provide
health” and sanitation services to

the .city of Torrapce was author-
ized by the City Council Tuesday
night providing the same cost Is
maintained for the work:in 1981-32
as the city pald last year, or $1200,

TABLE RESOLUTION
Chamber of Commerce directors
tabled a resolution »which favored
stabilization of oil prices at their

meeting Tuesday afternoon,

their Saturday night baths thfs

The weekly rite will be absolutely useless to them because—
fight between Companies 1 and 2
25, in El
The time is three o'clock:
1, ‘headed by Cap-@

will be

Prado Park, corner of El

NN EXATION

LOMITH PETITION
FIGEON-HOLED- BY' TORRANGE

. SR

Delegates From Lomita Argue Before the Chamber of
p Commerce Board-But Given-No Encouragement;
Matter Is Referred to Committee

The proposed nunexation. of South Lomita was: offiz

cially frowned upon Tuesday evening: when the Torrance
City Council unanimously voted to table, the motice “of in-

tention to circulate’ petitions

mita to Torrance. While the action of the Torran
Council to pigeon-hole the matter does not prohibit voters
of Lomita from circulating annexation petitions, in official
parlance the motion to table the matter is a polite way of

saying, “Sorry, folks but Wwe

Chamber Parrys
Leaders in the' annexation move from Lomxta. who ad-
dressed the Torrance Chamber of, Commerce board of dis
rectors Tuesday afternoon likewise were given no a-spwr-
ance that Torrance desired any more, territory. Lomitans
who argued in favor of annexation before the chamber

board were; D. F. Naulty, E.

¥ H. Rowland. These four men with Miss Birda Paddock

to annex the balance of Lo-
City

are not interested o

M. Mosher, John Holm and,

Sepulveda Blvd.
Project Will Be

1so signed the notice of intention
to circulate the anneyation na;é-_
tion" which was read at the Oj

Council’ meeting and . tabled wlxh-
out

« /. lomita Delonltel 4
Explaining that it ‘was not' the

Council Batks
At Paying For
School Sewer

prmim e :
Everything possible will be done
by the city to faciiitate the con-
struction of the new [ern Avenue
school, but members: of the councll
balked - at a request of the Los |
Angeles City  Board " of :Education’
for the laying of a sewer line to
the institution Jl llw city's. ex-
pense. A

:boulevard,

Under Legal Eye

Every Step in Proéeedings
To.Be Checked By .
.City Attorney

Legal supervision of every step

the improvement ‘of Sepulveda
Cabrillo - avenue ' and
widening —of Hawthogne boulevard
—all part of the Sepulveda boule-
vard improvement project—will be
required by the city engineer be-
ginning with the passage of the
rasulutlnn of intention by the City
af - the —noxt —meeting.

in

_Gity- BEnel T 1 decl
that approximately 720 feet ol’ six-
inch sanitary sewer pipe would
have to ®e 1lald to connect the
new school with the nearest main
line and that the expense would
be -between $526. and - $560. ~ Coun-
cilman:G. A, R. Steiner emplfatic-
ally pointed om that ithe school
board ought to' pay its own. bills,
as the ¢ity of Torrance gives the

school system about $200,000 a
year In taxes.
As other districts of the city

have paid for their sewer conven-
iences without call upon the gen-
eral fund of the city, the work
requested by the Board.of Educa-
tion would not be legal, according
to Councilman Ed Nelson, The
matter was referred to the city
engineer for further conference
with school authorities and he was
requested to explain to them the
city’s position on the 'matter.
Leonard also told the council
that another matter, that of pav-
ing the streets, Fern, Elm and
El Dorado, would ‘come before the
council from the Board of Educa-
tion in, a short time and the city
may be asked to contribute a large
share of this' cost. Both matters
will ‘be further Investigated by
the city enginger, fety

RUMBLE SEAT

“Rather Stout” .Woman Victim of ”EXtra
Seating Capacity That Was Not
- Extra Enough For Her

PROVES TRAP

Somewhere in Torrance there is a rather stout woman who doesn't
think so much of rumble seats—somewhere there is an owner of a
popular low-priced car whu is- getting his pew Fo—car—re nlrod—-lnd

e in this
is still laughing!

All because the lady (who must,®

be nameless) went for
a ride in the auto owned by a
local man (also nameless for the
ludy's sake) to try out the rumble
seat,

No Names—for Lady's Sake

Now a  rumble—or ‘“grumble”
seatr—in a  small roadster looks
extremelys peaceful, yet it cnused
this  Torrance = housewife much
painful thought, ~her mneighbors
much exertion” and a good hearty
laugh (although out of sight and

of course,

hearing of the distressed lady)
of the owner of the shears.
Read then the story of

events which - have proved a
‘source of high amusement to
+ residents on a certain street in
Torrance, The cloud of ob-

ty an owner of a pair of tinsmit

's shears

tities and actual location of
this episode must. forever
shroud such facts as the Her-
ald does not care to point the
finger of comedy at"any lady
~—however stout she may be.

“I know I'm stoul-—but I never
thought I was as fat as this,” the
firmly wedged-in  woman wailed
as-she sat in the jump-seat un-
able to get out,

Crowd Gathers at Scene

“Henry told me it was easy to
get In and out of these things,
but now look-—" and with a feeble
wave of her hand she indicated
the puzzled neighbors and friends
who were attracted to her uand
Henry's «efforts to extricate her

scurity ‘whigch surrounds iden-

(Contiougd on Page 8-A)

The necessity of legal advice
continuously throughout the pro-
ceedings was brought to the at-
tention of the council+ Tuesday
night” by City Engineer  Leonard.
He stated that because of the
seope of the work—it includes five
and a quarter miles of paving—
and the complexities of the wvari-
ous lmpl'ovem:‘nt ucts under which

Fthe work is to be carried—that the

city attorney should be instructed
by the council to be within call at
all times, C ¥
Plans for the” big job are wrapldly
being completed and the county is
understood ready to grant .o cash
appropriation toward the Improve-
ment of Scpulveda boulevard and
contiguous arteries, City Attorney

‘Briney was not present at council

meeting but was ordered today to
lend all possible advice to the
city engineer and to devote a large
portion of his time to the work on
hand,
Is Record Job

The district which will bear the
remaining cost of the work—after
the county's donation is deducted
—has more than $1,260,000. valu-
atlon and covers a lgrge portion
of the ‘“back territory" from the
Improved streets. ", B8

This: is said to be the Igrgest
improvement project undertaken by
the city and county jointly in this
community in recent years, and
when completed will give the ecity
another fine system of direct
boulevards, The entire proceeding
will be carried, Leonard said, un-
der one hond act, but two' other
improvement acts will be used in
creating the ussessment distriet,

Members of the council were op-
posed to hiring special counsel for
legal assistance on the project, de-
claring that the -city attorney has
ample time and 8 being well paid
for sueh assistance.

Pioné,ers to Tell Of
City’s Early History

. The story of Torrance will not
be allowed to fade into oblivion.

* Chamber of Commerce directors
voted to have President DeKalh
Spurlin appoint, five citizens on a
Historical committee for the pur-
pose of gathering and presewying
the ‘complete history of the city,
It was pointed out that the source
of information on the “early dayvs"
of the community, the old timers,
was rapidly diminishing and that
an_ effort should be made to con-
tact Torrance ploneers at once to

obtain thelr impressions of the
city, founded in 19012,

desire’ of Lomita people -to nl-,
tempt to tort:q themselves ~ onto
Torrance if the' latter, city would
not welcome the - annexation, the.
Lomita delegates stated that they -
had come to find out if the "pro-
posed annexation of Lomita would
meet with the approval of Chnm-
ber of Conimerce directors. .
John Helm pointed out the ndul
for desirable residential “lots -in
Torrance and suggested that the
foothills in  South TLomita \vnnlx’
some day be valuable property for'
Torrance,  “If Lomita is' not . n
benefit at the present time, w
be later,” he said.
P. H. Ruwlnnd sald  he dnubwn
the—truth of the "argument that {f
Lomita annexed to. Torraice tha
this actlon would kill the proposed
widening' and improvement af the:
Cabrillo-Eshelman project. He @xs
pressed the opinion that a pums
ber of owners of property (MI\HRI
on Eshelman ayenue. would .

deed the necessary 15  faet ,of
frontage in exchange - for - thit
county's agreement  to paye the

street as a cash job without: cpst.
to property owners. Amons, those .
he mentioned whom he thqp.]}t
would not deed frontage were
“01d .Moran  Estate,” Louis’ Sepul=
veda, W. M. ,\rmnlrong.uml B H
Hilton.
Disregards Taxes @

E. M. Mosher claimed that 'l'nr-
rance should - not  consider mn‘
creased taxes and other mulm‘j
‘things, but should look * forw
to’ the day when both Taorvanee
and Lomita would grow  greatep, .
He stated that Lomita now has o
population of 15500 and stated that
he thought™ the addition af this
many people would be>an asset ta
Torrance,

| » ES 0

Y
Naulty stated that he
owned property in both Torrance
and Lomita and if he thought it
would be detrimental to bhis Tap-
rance holdings he certainly would
not favor the annexation ot South |
Lomita;

-After hearing the nmumen\l.n:
the Lomita delegates, the Torrance
board/ referred the matter to ths
annexation committee for. lmubL.
and recommendation, The annex-
ation/ committee s composed 'of
the Tmembers of the executive ecom-
mittee and lncludms DeKalb Spar=
lin, president; Dr'J. S. Lancaster
and Donald Findley,

* Vice President Earl Cunnel. who
acted as chairman of the meeqn‘
in the absence of FPresident Spups
lin, who is on a vacation, stated,
“I don't think this board will do
anything to impede the progress
of Lomita, but we.must study this
'0om .xll angles before tak-
in, action.”

¢ President Spurlin expressed . his
views on furthér annexations to
Torrance last week at the dnnugl
meeting of Chamber of Commerge
divectors when he stated: “I think
we have done a lot of good work
on annexations, bhut it 1s time now
to call & halt, We..could make
some annexations that would add
to' our tax rate, and I don't thigk
we should do it

A number of other members of
the Chamber of Commerce board,
as well as members of the City
Counell, have frankly but infor-

posed to any further broadening
of the eity limits of Torrauce, an

they feel that this city is too blg
already,

maolly expressed themselves as op- -

i
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